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ENI Safety Award 2016 awarded to
’Esvagt Aurora’
The rescue operation in the Barents Sea brings ESVAGT the
safety award from ENI.
The Barents Sea is cold all year round and during the winter season, it is
deprived of daylight for most of the day.
A 40 year old Scottish engineer from the semi-submersible rig, the Scarabeo
8, was remarkably lucky to be plucked from the cold, dark waters of the
Barents Sea in the early hours of the morning of the 20th of February 2015.

The rescue operation, together with ESVAGT’s continually high safety
performance, are why ESVAGT has now received the ENI Safety Award 2016.
“We have spent a great deal of effort training the boat operators to work in
the very special conditions that prevail in the Goliat field,” says Chief
Commercial & Safety Officer Ole Ditlev Nielsen, who, together with ship’s
master, Morten D. Holm, accepted the award in Milan.
The ’Esvagt Aurora’ was praised for its optimal preparation for the situation.
As part of its training, crew from the ’Esvagt Aurora’ had, for example, sailed
closed beneath the rig to inspect the access conditions to prepare itself for
operations in the dark or in bad weather.
“The Goliat field is very challenging to work in; dark for one half of the year
and light for the other. There are also special polar low pressure systems that
are unpredictable and very challenging for boat operations. We spent a great
deal of energy training to become confident in operating in these conditions,
and we are very pleased that this has resulted in a successful rescue,” says
Ole Ditlev Nielsen.

The rescue
While working on the rig, the Scottish engineer fell through a gap in the
walkway and into the sea, 13 metres below. A colleague saw the incident and
raised the man overboard alarm. The ’Esvagt Aurora’ received the message at
4.11; the man was rescued from the water four minutes after the alarm was
sounded and taken on board the ’Esvagt Aurora’ after a total of just six
minutes.
At 6.25, he was evacuated by helicopter to the hospital in Hammerfest and
was discharged without injury two days later.

ESVAGT is a dedicated provider of safety and support at sea, founded on an
experienced and well-trained offshore crew and unmatched rescue
capabilities.
We support the offshore Oil & Gas industries with a wide range of specialized
services: Standby, Emergency Response and Resque Vessels (ERRV), Oil spill
response, Firefighting, Tanker assists, Rig moves, Supply services and

Interfield transfer of cargo and personnel.
In 2010, ESVAGT brought the dedicated offshore wind Service Operation
Vessels (SOV) to the market. The SOVs provide accommodation for up to 40
technicians, storage for small turbine parts and a workshop, plus personnel
and equipment transfer capabilities by either Walk-to-Work gangway system
or Safe Transfer Boats.
ESVAGT was founded in 1981 and has a fleet of more than 40 vessels and
more than 900 employees on- and offshore.
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