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‘Esvagt Kappa’ on
exercise with the
Danish Navy Frogman
Corps
The elite soldiers of the Danish Navy
Frogman Corps have been training on
installations in the North Sea. The ‘Esvagt
Kappa’ played its part with a Fast Rescue

Boat and as host.
It takes a great deal to impress a sailor but Jan Ole Johansen, boat master
and sailor on board the ‘Esvagt Kappa’, was impressed by what he saw
during the five days he worked closely with the Danish Navy Frogman
Corps.
The elite soldiers in the corps trained their maritime skills during week 13
(at the end of March and beginning of April 2015) in the North Sea on board
the offshore installations, the ‘Mærsk Resolve’ and DONG Energy’s ‘Hejre’
platform.
They practised tactical manoeuvres and boarding, and for Jan Ole Johansen
it sometimes felt like he was an extra on a James Bond film set:
“They could do so many things; I was really impressed. They were dropped
off on a dark evening 500 metres from the platform equipped only with a
compass. Then they appeared from the water exactly where they were
supposed to. They also used boarding hooks that they shot into the air with
compressed air and crawled up. They were just really tough guys,” says Jan
Ole Johansen.

Professional teamwork
The Frogman Corps’ five days of training 250km out in the North Sea was

made possible by the support and servicing of DONG Energy, Maersk Oil and
ESVAGT. The Frogman Corps subsequently praised this cooperation:
“Much of the exercise took place in the sea around the platform, which
meant that we needed a rescue boat that could be launched to rescue
frogmen at short notice and with great precision in case of emergency. One
of the challenges was therefore to conjure an Emergency Response &
Rescue Vessel (ERRV) with a skilled crew out of a hat in the middle of the
North Sea. Luckily, the ‘Esvagt Kappa’ was there throughout the entire
operation,” says PJ, diving master in the Danish Navy Frogman Corps.
Two frogmen were on board the ‘Esvagt Kappa’ for four days and the
Frogman Corps had plenty of praise for the crew of the ‘Esvagt Kappa’:
”They were working on another, primary job but showed great flexibility
and gave us excellent service, which was crucial support for the training of
the Frogmen. It was highly professional teamwork,” compliments PJ, who
also praised both equipment and seamanship:
“ESVAGT’s vessels are excellent and you can really sense that the boat
masters know how to manoeuvre a FRB. We are pretty sure we know the
difference between a good boat master and a bad boat master – and the
ones on board the ‘Esvagt Kappa’s were highly skilled at sailing,” he says.

ESVAGT is a dedicated provider of safety and support at sea, founded on an
experienced and well-trained offshore crew and unmatched rescue
capabilities.
We support the offshore Oil & Gas industries with a wide range of
specialized services: Standby, Emergency Response and Resque Vessels
(ERRV), Oil spill response, Firefighting, Tanker assists, Rig moves, Supply
services and Interfield transfer of cargo and personnel.
In 2010, ESVAGT brought the dedicated offshore wind Service Operation
Vessels (SOV) to the market. The SOVs provide accommodation for up to 40
technicians, storage for small turbine parts and a workshop, plus personnel
and equipment transfer capabilities by either Walk-to-Work gangway
system or Safe Transfer Boats.
ESVAGT was founded in 1981 and has a fleet of more than 40 vessels and
more than 900 employees on- and offshore.
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